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Qatar's Public Diplomacy Toward the 2022 FIFA World
Cup: The Media Dimensions

Elahe Fahiminejad®, Morteza Dousti?, Masume Kalateh seifari®, Behnaz Saboori*

Abstract

The World Cup is one of the most important international events that
engages a wide range of public opinion. The countries hosting this very
important sports event try to use their public diplomacy capacities, especially
media diplomacy to put a favorable image of the quality of this event in the
public eye of the world. Using the theoretical aspects of public diplomacy,
this research has been conducted to explain the dimensions of Qatar's public
diplomacy throughout the 2022 World Cup and identify and classify the
factors affecting it with an emphasis on media coverage. The method of
doing research was qualitative which was done in two stages. The first stage
was a semi-structured interview and the second stage was the Delphi
method. Research categories have been extracted in the form of 103
conceptual codes and 7 main categories. The findings show that the effective
factors in Qatar's public diplomacy in the 2022 FIFA World Cup were the
categories of facilities and infrastructure, economic, political, socio-cultural,
managerial, media and human resources, among which media diplomacy
plays a significant role in the display of soft power. Through media
diplomacy, Qatar managed to narrate its capabilities in organizing and
hosting a major sports event in the world. The media has been a key factor in
the presentation of other categories.

Keywords: Public Diplomacy, Sports, Qatar, World Cup 2022, Media Diplomacy.
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Iran’s Position in Regional and International Corridor
Geopolitics (With an Emphasis on Media Approaches)

Rahmat Hajimineh?, Rasul Mahmoudi Yamin?

Abstract

Iran, due to its situation between the three continents of Asia, Europe and
Africa, has a unique geographical location in the world. Today, due to the
emergence of economic powers in Asia and the increase of exchanges between
countries in the last few decades, the importance of Iran's territorial position
and the creation of corridors has multiplied. The purpose of this article is to
explain Iran's position in regional and international corridors and the factors
affecting Iran's position, especially rival corridors or corridors that have the
ability to negatively affect Iran's geopolitical importance, emphasizing the role
of the media. To achieve the desired goal, the research has been followed by
using the descriptive and explanatory methods from a critical geopolitical
perspective. The main hypothesis is that in addition to Iran's strategic position
in the political geography of the region, three internal (including macro-
politics), regional (regional cooperation and competition) and international
(anarchic structure and hegemonic interests) factors promote the advantage.
The relative positions of Iran's corridors compared to competing corridors are
influential. The findings of the research show that the corridors are an
effective factor in shaping Iran's regional and extra-regional power position;
But this strategic advantage is constantly under threat from rival corridors and
internal and regional factors. In corridor competition, reliance on security, cost
reduction and time-saving are the most important competitive advantages of
Iran's regional corridors compared to rival corridors. On the other hand,
according to the function of the media, especially the overseas media, they can
be present as an active observer in all stages from planning, execution and
implementation to operationalisation and maintenance of the corridors. and by
emphasizing the collective interests, play a colorful role in the convergence
between the countries of the region in order to activate the corridors.

Keywords: Critical Geopolitics, Regional and International Corridors, Rival
Corridors, IRIB World Service media, Iran.
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Simultaneous Interpretation Techniques in Media: An
Analysis Based on Jan Pedersen’s Model: S. H. Nasrallah’s
Commemoration Speech on the Martyrdom of General
Soleimani, as a Case Study

Mohammad Reza Saeidi*, Morteza Zare Beromi?

Abstract

Time is the most important challenge for media translators in simultaneous
interpretation of speeches. Other challenges are the speaker’s rate of speech,
speech text, grammatical differences between the source and the target
languages, and the quality of received voice. The success of simultaneous
interpretation, therefore, depends on the interpreter's speed, skills, and
creativity. This study aimed to analyze the techniques used in simultaneous
interpretation of speeches in the media. To achieve this, Sayyed Hasan
Nasrallah's speech on January 5, 2020, about the martyrdom of Lieutenant
General Qasem Soleimani and his entourage was selected as the case study.
Using Jan Pedersen's model, The study examined both the simultaneous
interpretation and the written translation of the speech using descriptive-
analytical method. The model includes six strategies: retention, specification,
direct translation, generalization, substitution, and deletion. The results
showed that the natural application of the target language in simultaneous
interpretation was hindered by the instability of simultaneous interpretation
compared to the speech text, the grammatical differences between Arabic and
Presian languages, and the need to immediately deliver the interpretation to
the audience. However, the interpreter's emotional expression and creativity in
applying translation strategies, as well as conveying the key points of the
speech into Persian, partially resolved this issue.

Keywords: Media, Sayyed Hasan Nasrallah, Translation, Jan Pedersen’s Model,
Shahid Soleimani.
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Representation of the Ukrainian war in Sputnik Persian
news agency

Rasool Sharifi, Alireza Hosseini Pakdehi?®

Abstract

Russia's war with Ukraine began on February 24, 2022, and brought the
world in front of new realities. Since the end of World War I, there has been
no such a major war between two neighbors in Europe. Different views and
analyzes about the war between Russia and Ukraine have been presented by
the media of both countries, and both countries are trying to represent their
discourse about the war. Therefore, the aim of this research is to find out
how Persian Service of Sputnik news agency represents the war between
Russia and Ukraine in the first month of this war (i.e. February 24, 2022 to
March 23, 2022) with Van Dyke and Fairclough's critical discourse analysis
method on three levels. description, interpretation and explanation. The
findings of this research show that the dominant discourse in the texts of
Sputnik Persian news agency is a "defensive discourse”. By presenting signs
such as the nuclearization of Ukraine, the conspiracy of America and the
West to weaken Russia, the genocide of Russians in the Donbas republic,
and the threat of extreme nationalists and neo-Nazis to Russia, this news
agency has represented that Russia's security is under threat and Russia
under the leadership of Putin to provide It has started special military
operations for its national security and interests, in other words for "self-
defense”.

Keywords: Russia-Ukraine War, Critical Discourse Analysis, Persian Sputnik,
Representation.
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The Ukrainian Crisis and the Prospect of
Convergence/Divergence in Europe
(With Providing Media Solutions)

Seyed Mohammad Ali Taghavi®

Abstract

The invasion of Ukraine by Russia on February 24, 2022, has had significant
consequences in the international arena, particularly in Europe. For the first
time since the Cold War, Russia has been considered a serious threat to
Europe, prompting European countries to plan collective security and
defense measures within the frameworks of both NATO and the European
Union. However, rifts have occurred among EU countries over the best
approach to confront Russia. This article explores the impact of the
Ukrainian crisis on the process of convergence/divergence in Europe, using
the economic-functional approach as the theoretical framework. The
research method is historical, analyzing the sequence of events to identify
causal relations. The findings suggest that the crisis has increased European
countries' tendency towards more integration, particularly in defense and
security issues. Finland and Sweden have been admitted to the NATO, and
the organization has revised its collective defense programs. The EU has
also become more eager to follow joint security and defense programs.
However, the continuation of the Russian war against Ukraine may lead to
divergences in the EU, as tensions over the export of Ukrainian grain have
arisen between Ukraine and its Eastern European neighbors. So far, the EU
has contained these tensions. It is recommended that IRIB Oversess media
outlets cover various aspects of the Ukrainian crisis and point to the EU's
double standards about the current crises in Ukraine and Palestine.

Keywords: Ukraine War, Convergence, European Union, NATO, Russia, Media.
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Analysis of the Fundamental Gap in the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court Regarding the Starvation of
Civilians in Non-International Conflicts

Yalda Naghizadeh?, Seyyed Hesam Aldin lesani?, Seyed Yaser Ziaee®

Abstract

In recent decades, there have been serious concerns about food insecurity
and the “starvation of civilians” as a war strategy in armed conflicts. In this
regard, the International Criminal Court has verified its jurisdiction over
proceedings against the crime of “starving civilians” by the Rome Statute
provisions concerning international armed conflicts. However, this crime has
been neglected in non-international armed conflicts. To bridge this legal gap,
based on the provisions of Act 123 in the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court regarding the possibility of revising the statute, the
propositions made by Switzerland were accepted in 2019 to insert a relevant
law with the consensus of proponents. In this paper, a descriptive-analytical
approach is adopted to determine the legal justifications for recognising this
crime as a war crime in non-international armed conflicts and inserting it
into the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. The most
prominent finding of this study indicates that, with an emphasis on legal
coherence in the regulations of international criminal law and the necessity
of developing supportive coverage for civilians, the insertion of this rule into
the Statute is an inevitable step to plug the existing normative gap.
Furthermore, the effective power of the media to reflect facts and verify
what goes on in the atmosphere of conflicts, especially in support of
civilians, cannot be denied. Undoubtedly, the media and networks of the
IRIB World Service play a key role in reflecting critical human conditions
and crises in the region. Some media suggestions are presented at the end of
this paper to enhance the IRIB World Service functions.
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BBC Persian TV's Trust-Building Strategies and
Techniques: A Case Study on the 60-Minutes News Program

Parviz Amini!, Mahmoud Beheshti?, Seyyedmohamadreza Fayazi®

Abstract

The focal point of the media for successful perception management and
image-making is gaining the trust of the audience about its contents and
messages. This research tries to clarify what strategies and techniques are
being used by the "60 Minutes" News program, the main news section of
BBC Persian TV network to build trust. Research was conducted with the
gualitative content analysis method, and using the theories of news
conceptualization and persuasion as a theoretical framework. The sample
size included programs broadcasted during November and December of
2017. The findings of the research show that the 60 Minutes program uses
strategies such as showing off its dominance on news in the media space,
being a news reference, gaining more of the audience's news consumption,
improving the quality of communication, establishing itself as a professional
figure, developing news values, establishing a truth-seeking and fair image
of itself and standing in the position of a public service media. Based on the
theory of persuasion, the 60 Minutes program has gone through the stage of
objective journalism and tries to reproduce its style in investigative
journalism by establishing news leadership with a special look at the news
source credibility and professionalism. Moreover, according to the image-
making theory, the BBC Persian network is trying to build itself as a follow-
up media and a public opinion watchdog.

Keywords: Trust Building, BBC Persian Network, Qualitative Content Analysis, 60
Minutes Program .
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Effective Procedures for the Application of Public Diplomacy
of the Iranian Islamic Revolution in the IRIB World Service
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Abstract

Today, powerful countries use media coverage to secure their interests and
advance their foreign policy through political propaganda and shaping public
opinion. In the same way, Iran pursues this policy at the regional and extra-
regional level through the IRIB World Service media. according to this, the
main purpose of this research is to explain the discourse-making signs and
effective methods for the IRIB World Service media, by applying Iranian
public diplomacy. The method of the research was mixed (qualitative-
guantitative). The research tool in the qualitative part has been a semi-
structured interview and in the quantitative part, structural equation analysis.
For this purpose, the data was collected from questionnaires answered by 25
experts and was analyzed by SPSS and PLS software to model structural
equations. The experts were selected by purposive sampling technique
among the community of experts in the fields of diplomacy and media, who
were also familiar with the theoretical concepts of the Islamic Revolution.
Their number was based on the theoretical saturation criterion of the
findings. The findings of the research showed that the factors of alienation,
myth-making, hegemonizing, equivalence, deconstruction, marginalization,
and highlighting are effective methods in the application of public
diplomacy in the IRIB World Service radio and television networks, and the
Islamic lifestyle, Muslim unification, Islamic compassion and wisdom, anti-
arrogance, anti-secularist thoughts, and ignorance elimination are the signs
of the discourse of the Islamic Revolution of Iran at the international level.
The results of the analysis of structural equations confirm the interrelated use
of these factors and components.

Keywords: Public Diplomacy, Media Diplomacy. IRIB World Service, Islamic
Revolution Discourse
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""Demoralization’ as a Psychological Operation Tool: A
Study of Iran International Page on Instagram

Hosein Hasani®, Hossein Tadaion®

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to examine the topics used by “Iran
International TV Network on Instagram to disappoint its users.
Demoralization is a key method in psychological operations, and the media
opposing the Iranian political system use it to discourage citizens from
hoping for progress. Essentially, their goal is to create doubt about the
efficiency of Iran's current political system. The study focuses on “Iran
International TV” suggesting that one reason for its establishment was to
serve as a channel for psychological operations. To analyze the contents
published on the “TV network” page between April 9 and 30, 2023, the
thematic analysis method introduced by Brown and Clark (2006) was used.
The results showed that the TV emphasized economic conditions (inflation
and production), migration, environmental issues, inefficiency of some
managers, and economic corruption to discourage its audience. To counter
this approach, the article proposes an explanatory approach, tailored to the
characteristics of the target audience of IRIB World media.

Keywords: Demoralization, Psychological Operations, Iran International,
Instagram, IRIB World Service
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Agenda Setting in Al Jazeera TV News Headlines:
A Case Study of Iran and the United States’ Presence in Iraq
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Abstract
News agenda setting involves prioritizing specific news stories to shape or

change audience perceptions .Al Jazeera, like other media networks, uses
agenda-setting in its news stories .This study examines Al Jazeera's use of
this technique and how it reveals the network's ideological objectives and
writing styles. Using a content analysis methodology to examine agenda-
setting in Al Jazeera's headlines indicate that three news categories are
repeatedly prioritized at the surface level of Al Jazeera's news agenda:
political conflicts, economic corruption, and the presence of the Iranian and
American forces in Irag. The study also analyzed how the network reports
on American and Iranian forces in Iraq from 2019 to 2023 ,and found that Al
Jazeera tends to justify the presence of American forces in the region.In
addition, Al Jazeera has used various methods to illustrate different ways of
framing news stories. Based on statistical analysis, negative vocabulary
accounted for 31.6% of all linguistic techniques, followed by interrogative
structures at 22.4%, quotations at 11.2%, metaphorical expression at 9.6%,
and references and historical reviews at 3.2%. A total of 8.8% of these
articles were repeated.

Keywords: Al Jazeera Net, Agenda Setting, Iran, United States of America, Iraq.
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The Media and the Coup: A Comparative Study on the
Iranian and Turkish Press News Coverage of Iran's August
18, 1953, and the Turkish July 15, 2016 Coups

Mohammad Babaee!, Fereshteh Sabeti?, Nima Rezaei®

Abstract

Studying the media's behavioral patterns towards important political
changes, such as coups, is crucial due to its impact on public opinion and
society. This article aims to compare the press news coverage of the August
19, 1953 coup in Iran ,and the Turkish coup on July 15, 2016. The question
is, how and to what extent did Iranian and Turkish press covered the coups?
The research method is quantitative content analysis and the statistical
population is news related to the coup that was published in three Iranian
newspapers: Atash, Bakhtare Emrooz, and Ettela'at, and three Turkish
newspapers: Zaman, Hurriyet, and Cumhuriyet, each with pro-government,
critical, and neutral tendencies. The findings revealed that the selected press
adopted no indifferent or neutral positions towards the events; they
emphasized the people’s role and the necessity of their participation, as well
as condemning the foreign agents' role in the coup. Overall, the newspapers
showed some common positions in support of the people and their anti-coup
movements, due to the heavy political sphere .However, the Turkish selected
press paid more attention to analyzing the event than the lranian press,
Perhaps due to the variety of views of the Turkish compared to the Iranian
media, as well as the presence of new media providing information at the
moment of the event..
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The Strategic Narratives of the White House's Digital
Diplomacy in X Social Media
(Obama, Trump and Biden Administrations)
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Abstract

By setting up the @POTUS user account on X, US President Barack Obama
wanted to lend importance to the goals of the United States' domestic and
foreign policy in the international system. After Obama, Trump and Biden
have also put a lot of effort into legitimizing their ideas and narratives in the
international system through @POTUS based on their attitudes. But how did
they express their goals and aspirations in the international system by
creating narratives and presenting their achievements in X? To answer this
guestion, this article uses qualitative content analysis to examine the two
concepts of the national strategic narrative and the strategic narrative of the
international system in the three accounts of @POTUS from May 2015 to
June 2023. The findings show that this account tried to build a constructive
role for US Administration as a flawless government "inside" and
responsible "outside”. The White House's national strategic narrative
includes 8 categories (health care system, increasing economic growth,
maintaining social order, promoting science, supporting sports, reducing
crime, importance of the environment, and partisan battles) and the
international system's strategic narrative includes 3 categories (maintaining
position in the international system, upholding the values of liberal
democracy, and dealing with the threats outlined). These categories did not
have the same meaning for the three American presidents.

Keywords: Strategic narrative, Digital diplomacy, X Social media, President, White
House.
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